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l vour Queries in the Parents’ Review, 1 
DEAR SIR, -Having rea y of the very small experience 1 have 

thought I tQ deal w ith, now four and a half years old, but 

had. I have only one a book in which we have 

;ince her infancy her tote rjuAl ^ „ d character , &c . ; so 

;hronicled an, ^ J a „ draw „ f rom life. If ever, parent 

“l dma tot few note* of this kind, I think it would be a great help in the 
w“„lmt of children, both physically and intellectually, 
ievelopme stories, in order to give proper evidence of my 




statement?. 
Please do not 


trouble to acknowledge this lettei. 


Yours truly, 


To T. Evans, Esq. 


A. T. 


(COLOURS.) 

With regard to questions 2 and 3, I find in our book the following 
remark, written when the child was three months old : “ We have noticed 
that she is easily attracted by any object which is bright red. Other- 
colours do not seem to be appreciated yet, but any light still pleases hei 
much.” (This means any bright light, or the fire, and she was then very 
pleased with a large picture of a red-faced boy and a cock with a bright ic 
comb.) 

With regard to the recognition of Form , I can only say that, on referring 
to the same book, I find that the child, without any doubt, recognise c. 
horses in pictures {Punch), and distinguished father and mother in photo- 
graphs at the age of one year and five weeks. We made experiments 
at the time to be sure of these facts. 

Question 9. We gave the child a large red-coated soldier doll, and s ie 
seemed a little afraid of it at first, and was cautious about touching it as 
she thought it was alive ; also I noticed the same caution and appichen 
siveness in two other children with regard to the same doll. 

Questions 10, 11, and 12. — I should say fear is an inherited instinct 
Children seem to be afraid of anything they are not accustomed to, there- 
fore at a very early age they sometimes shrink from a strange person ; hut 
some children are far more sensitive than others about this. Babies certain y 
understand the meaning of tones of the voice and the look of the features. 

ave seen fear or nervousness on the part of a nurse communicate to 
child under two years old when hardly any words were spoken, probably 
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caused by the expression of the features. Certainly one’s moods have a 
subtle influence on childhood, so that a child knows when you are in a 
temper, even when it is not shown in words, and, to take an opposite 
instance, they seem to respond at once to a quiet and reassuring mannei, 
which gives them confidence. I might mention, apropos of these questions, 
that our child, as a baby under a year old, always showed signs of fear and 
alarm at the sudden appearance of a lady who was very quick in her move- 
ments, and who was very deaf. The child could not bear us to shout at 
the lady, and she was a long time getting over it. 

Question 13. — At the age of one year and one month I find this written 
in her book : “ We think she is obedient ; we have no difficulty in managing 
her. Sometimes she awakes at 5 A.M. and goes to the end of the bed and 
begins doing gymnastics. Then nurse says, ‘ No, baby ; come back directly, 
and she howls with disappointment, but comes back.” ^ Also : “ One day 
she was playing with some cards on the floor, which sne began to put in 
her mouth. She knows she is not allowed to do this, so she kept looking to 
sec if mother would stop her as nurse does. Mother said, ‘ No, baby, not 
do that ;’ and after desisting and beginning again two or three times, mother 
said gently, ‘ Naughty baby,’ and took all the cards away. Poor baby was 
sadly distressed at this, and sat saying nothing for a little time, till she spied 
a tiny little piece of card on the floor, which she grabbed hold of and handed 
up to mother to be put away with the others.” 1 remember being distinct y 
certain at the time that this was done as a matter of conscience, judging 
by the expression of the child’s face ! 


I have got so much kind help and many useful sugge.tions from the 
Parents' Review, and should be glad to help in return by suggesting anything 
which might be new to some of the readers. There are so few really usefid 
so-called helps for children studying the Bible. I have sent some Scnptu e 
clocks,” done by some children, and shall get some for mine when hey am 
old enough. They seem so interesting for children, and would incite them 
to study the Bible in (to me, at all events) a new way, and kee P th ® m 6 
employed and keenly interested. I send you a specimen, in case you may 
wTsh to mention them in the Parent* Review, as I think you - 1 
me in liking them. They are to be had m the Something for Sunday 
Series, John F. Shaw & Co., 48 Paternoster Row London, E.L. 

I daresay many mothers will be glad to hear of them. 


I don’t think J P. can consult the book-lists ; for all her inquiries about 
Tree aSd Cver Books, &, &c. have been fully answered her, Pubhsher, 

and prices all given. 


DEAR Editor, -I wonder if any other parents would care to know of a 
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7 « nIav ” with the words as one does 

. each w ord separate, and then py &c> till each word is 

with a letter-box, forming sentence ^ P g may be made as the store 

instantly known. Endless , vane I ^ in turn out of a box and 

of words increases, such as ak ^ ^ . g yery definite knowledge 

seeing who can say them h • er of ad ding to it to any extent, by 

rained in an amusing "3), 


rained in an " 

nittinp up advertisements 


DEAR EDITOR, -I think “ Botany,” by Mrs. Youmans (as. 6 d.\ might suit 
j. P. ‘ I have been searching for such a book for some t.me ; 


Dear Editor, -Please don’t think that you have found any one who will 
prove clever or useful in me. I assure you such is not the case. As a young 
mother I felt the terrible responsibility of having three lives in my hands, 
and earnestly went to Him who promised those who lacked wisdom to give 
liberally and upbraid not, and so bit by bit I sought Him, and bit by bit I 
got from Him. In myself I am not clever, nor have I any very defined lines 
to lay down. My great struggle was to live, not to talk, and to rule by love, 
not fear. God has more than blessed any effort on my part, and I am a very 
happy mother with the full confidence of my children now. I believe the 
great thing for a mother to be is absolutely unselfish ; from this springs all 
good ideas. 

I remain, sincerely yours, 

T. A. S. 


OUR WORK. 


HOUSE OF EDUCATION. 

Dear Madam, — Your description of “Tante” appears to be exactly what 
I am longing for for my children, but I should like to hear one or two more 
particulars about the arrangements neces : ary for Tante’s comfort and to 
make all go smoothly. 

Would she have meals (that is, would it be best for me to arrange that she 
should?) with us and the elder children, or in nursery with the children, or 
with one of them in turns? in which case, perhaps, the nursemaid should 
have hers in the kitchen. By meals I mean those to which the children 
come, not I should imagine to late dinner or supper, as the case may be, 
except by invitation, and then would she have supper with the nursemaid in 
the nursery or in a room down stairs, which we shall probably use for lessons ? 
About all this I really ask for advice, as 1 do not know how to arrange. 
Then, as I should engage Tante as a governess, how should I arrange about 
holidays ? would that mean that she would go away for them ? This would 
not quite suit me, as I should have no one to help me when i most needed 
it. I generally let my servants have a change of some sort once a year ; 
would this plan do for Tante or not ? 

Then, about what would be the salary asked? and what arrangement 
would be liked about leisure ? I quite know the necessity of this, but should 
like to know something more definite about what would be expected. 
Of course, the evenings, as the children go to bed early, would be pretty free ; 
but I thought it would be nice sometimes when my husband was out to as >. 
Tante to sit with me. Is it likely that you could supply me with some one 
who had really been with little children, for theory and practice in managing 
children are rather different things. 

I daresay you will think that all these arrangements could be made win 
Tante when I see her, but I much want to have some definite views of the 
sort of plans I should have to make, because of arranging the work ot the 
nursemaid ; also of others in the house. . 

Would Tante mind having the little girl in her room at night ? and would sne 
usually sit in the day nursery in the evenings, or in the lesson room down- 
stairs ? If she did the former, should I try and arrange for the housemat 
be with the other servants ? But then there would be baby, so this ; migM : 
awkward. And would Tante help me and the nursemaid with needlework 

I must apologise for my long list of questions and for gi'iog >ou so much 

trouble in answering them, but 1 do want, if I am fortunate cnoug 1 o m 


